
ESPO policies and initiatives on 

port environmental management 

CONFERENCE “GREENING PORTS”, Hamburg, 1 June 2015



European Sea Ports Organisation

Founded in 1993

Represents European seaport authorities

Members from EU and neighbouring 
countries

Secretariat in Brussels

Recognised counterpart of EU institutions

A lobby and a knowledge network









Dynamic - Version 2

76 contributions

26 ports - 12 countries

Annex - Good practice examples 

www.espo.be / www.ecoports.com



EcoPorts integration in ESPO - 2011

www.ecoports.com



The value of EcoPorts

• Sharing experiences - Working together

• Use the knowledge of a trusted collegue

• EcoPorts workshops

• EcoPorts tools SDM and PERS



What is SDM?

A concise checklist ..

 for periodical self-evaluation of performance

 for identifying environmental risk and establishing 

priorities

No pass or fail exercise  / confidentiality

Single port environmental management performance 

against the European benchmark (210+ database)



Self Diagnosis Method (SDM) 



Added value sector - Credibility

Source: ESPO/EcoPorts surveys and SDM



What is PERS?

The only port sector specific environmental 

management standard

Developed by ports for ports

Incorporates the ISO 14001 concept 

Can be independently certified (2 years validity)





Conclusions 

Proactive voluntary self regulation

 Green Guide - 5Es

 Well established EcoPorts tools – SDM, PERS

 Ports sharing experience – professional cooperation

 The value of the network

Proven added value for the sector and individual ports

Possitive trends provide inspiration for further 

improvement



Thank you for your attention!

antonis.michail@espo.be
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